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The Red Carpet?

By Ray A. SMITH

Chances are, some star will
wear a Prabal Gurung gown to
the Golden Globes this Sunday.
And chances are someone is
bound to mispro-
nounce the designer’s
name that night.

Mr. Gurung is used
to it. The New York-
based fashion de-
signer often tells peo-
ple his first name
sounds “like trouble
with a P” when intro-
ducing himself.

Mr. Gurung’s per-
sonal Instagram han-
dle is @troublewith-
prabal. His last name sounds
like GOO-ROONG, by the way.

Many stars attending the
Globes will receive last-minute
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Prabal Gurung

It’s Hard to Say

Fashion designers try to stop celebrities
from mispronouncing their names

phone calls, texts or handwrit-
ten index cards reminding
them not only whose dress or
tuxedo they’re wearing, but
how to pronounce the de-
signer label’s name.

The exercise is an
annual ritual but the
stakes to get names
right on awards-
shows red -carpets
have risen in recent
years with the explo-
sion of social media,
as many viewers
watch and tweet.
While in the past a
star’s mispronuncia-
tion might have been
rebroadcast on ' a
news program and then for-
gotten by most people, these
days any flubs can be repeat-

Please see NAMES page A9
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Hollywood International Airport. Bystanders ran for cover and the area was locked down for hours. A3 i

THE WORLD’S FASTEST \,
WOMAN ON TWO WHEELS

B ———

Denise Mueller always loved speed, but nothing prepared her for the
risks—and thrills—of riding a bike at 140 mph; 125 feet per pedal stroke

By Jason Gay

TOOELE COUNTY, Utah—Denise Mueller, a
43-year-old mother of three, pedals hard atop
the Bonneville Salt Flats in western Utah, mak-
ing a run at an eccentric land-speed record—the
fastest bicyclist on earth.

Barreling a bike at speeds past 100 miles an
hour on this stark, white-floored landscape ap-
pears terrifying, but it makes Mueller happy. It
quiets her mind. For most people, speed is a
thrill. To Mueller, speed is peace.

“You can’t focus on anything but what’s right
in front of you,” she says. “You can’t think about
what yow’re doing tomorrow, who you’re going
to call, what you’re going to be wearing—any-

thing. When I get into that zone, it’s like a nir-
vana, that sense of focus when it all comes
down to life or death.”

One hundred fifteen miles an hour.

This feels good, Mueller thinks.

One hundred twenty.

The custom carbon-fiber bike, fitted V\nth
motorcycle tires, begins to drift a little bit, right
to left, left to right. Mueller exhales under her
matte-black helmet, steadies herself in her crim-
son-leather jumpsuit and keeps pedaling. Her
red ponytail flickers from beneath her helmet,

Directly in front of Mueller on this Septem-
ber afternoon is a snow-white Range Rover
Sport SVR, driven by race-car driver Shea Hol-

Please see FAST page A10
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clist growing up in Southern
California.

celebrate their
VonKar-  to break the bicycle land-speed record at the Bonneville Salt Flats.

The Howard calls it.  ing 152.2 mph riding behind a
MHnﬂolGod,Muel]ﬂrme- modified

ler when she was a teenage cy- mm-mmmmmmmmamhmmwmmmmhum
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left in history to be the first one must generate a spectacular
ever to d

slipstream.  behind him. Howard isn't
Mueller can’t let the force of mmmmmmm
the vortex shove her forward casually pedaling, either. The
100 hard into the bump bar at ~rider stays with him for miles.
the back of the Rover. She can  Who is this kid? he wonders.
nudge the Rover a little, but 1t is Denise Mueller, age 14,
too much could knock her from Encinitas, Calif. She is out

amount of torque. A bike with
traditional ‘would spin
helplessly: Tour de France rac-
ers max out at speeds around
48 miles an hour in a sprint.

Mueller’s bike is a beast. It
features two 60-tooth chain
rings that work to raise the
gearing and allow the bike to
travel 125 feet with a single
pedal stroke. The drivetrain
lets Mueller accelerate at
speeds surpassing 100 mph.

Mueller also must find her
form again as a cyclist—rede-

explosive

bicycle

rider in the world. It is a bit of

a free-for-all, open to any
daredevil

-handling skills.
Howard has Mueller dive back
into training. On top of her day
job, she puts in 15 hours a week
on her bike.

To
‘maintain such a high speed, it

Mueller likes the ldeaofput-
ting a woman at the wheel—an
all-female battery on the flats.
She hears about Shea Hol-
brook, a 26-year-old driver by
‘way of Orlando, Fla.

An entrepreneur with her
own team, Shea Racing, Hol-
brook has won races on the
Pirelli World Challenge circuit
and driven jet-propelled drag-
sters to 278 mph.

Like Mueller, Holbrook is
obsessed with speed. As an
only child in a Navy family,

by phone. The connection is

women _are on_their way to

pear into the horizon.
‘The Project

This weighs on Holbrook.
SIwecmlddnveacurl’lSmph

couple of times, but it’s OK;

Holbrook keeps accelerating

and Mueller stays upright.
The World of Speed time-

keepers announce that Mueller
averaged 147.2 mph over the
final mile. Their waltz is work-

ing.

“We're just going to perfect
it and get even more out of it,”
Mueller says.

But there are problems in
the next days. On a couple of
aborted runs, Mueller slips

Holbrook and Mueller comes
and goes, so they rely on
flashing lights on the back of
the Rover. The SUV develops
a computer issue brought on
by the salt, which requires
shipping it to Salt Lake City

re'pnlr, wiping out a full

By the time Mueller xs“m‘e

windy l,ﬁslmvegot»
renslushv.sull.sheandﬂol-
brook get off to a good start.
‘The effort Mueller makes to
stay in the draft is less of a
single exertion than it is a se-
ries of quick, furious sprints.
When the vortex pushes her
can relax for

an_instant. Then, another
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Built for Speed

ﬂnblteDeMseMuelerusedonthmmMeSa!tHatslsaamn-de signed hybrid,

built with

Steering stabilizer
Keeps handiebar from shaking at high speed.

res strength, efficiency and
pcdalmmetncure«sedtohdpmnder

adjust technique.
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Motocycle wheels Bump bar and release

Motorcycle rims and tires ~ Allows bike to bump the

with fixed-gear bicycle pace car while staying in
the si io

to reach speeds beyond 100 mph

Carbon-fiber bike frame
Elongated mountain bike frame for stability.

Redundant braking
Motorcycle disc brake and sprocket
mameummamrbﬂ-ﬂeoﬂ
the back wheel.

The pedals are connected Stablizes rider from
to a first reduction w vibrations generated

hub; tires p
fiat profile to increase serves as a mechanism
for nd

releasing from the pace
car.

pinion is connected to a
second reduction gear

mmmted directly to the
back wheel.
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cycling cadence at speeds greater than 100 miles an hour.
Source: Chris Garcla and Len Lochmiller
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‘sprint. On and on it goes. -
When they hit the end of
the fourth mile, Holbrook
squeals happily in the cockpit.
One hundred forty-seven
and three-quarter miles an

Blsﬂ.!bestmnyet_lnﬂ\e
ller cele-

the motion of the vortex.
But before the final session
of World of Speed, the clouds

Mueller describes her feel-
ings as “cloud nine, but frus-
trated.”

“We didn’t get to go to that
next level, but we all know
there is so much more left on
the table,” she says. “We had
just started getting the

1t is not a failure by any

stretch: 147.75 mph is faster
than any woman has ever rid-

and do it again,” Mueller says.
RIDE ALONG IN VR




